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MEGHANA SHARMA

Lesson in hope and goodwill

COST OF AN
AFGHAN SCHOOL

Materials: $52,000
Land: $25,000
Labour: $15,000
Tools: $8500
Tradesmen: $9000
School staff for a year: $12,000
Stationery: $2000
Running costs: $15,000
Operational costs: $5000
TOTAL: $143,500

AFGHANI refugee Ali Reza
Yunespour was determined to
contribute something of sub-
stance towards the education of
his countrymen.

Since arriving in Australia in
September 2005 he has taught
himself English, was an excep-
tional student at Marsden High
School and is studying at Sydney
University.

Now he and Ryde Rotary Club
have given 1000 children of
Borjegai, a village in the remote
m o u n t a i n o u s r e g i o n o f
Afghanistan’s Ghazni province,
the opportunity of a good edu-
cation.

Village leaders felt the need to
build a school and contacted
Yunespour, a member of their
community they knew had
relocated to Australia.

Yunespour initiated a collabor-
ation between the Indigo Foun-
dation, an Australian non-
government organisation that
specialises in building schools in
Afghanistan, and the Rotary Club
of Ryde, which provided $76,000
towards the cost and supervised
the project. ‘‘I was very motivated
to contribute in any way I could
because of my own experiences,’’
Yunespour said.

‘‘Most of my schooling hap-
pened in tents and mosques, so I
knew about the desperate need for
this kind of infrastructure.

‘‘I also believe the best chance
we have for peace in the country
is to have an educated popu-
lation.’’

Borjegai is home to the Hazara
people, an ethnic and religious
minority which has been
marginalised for centuries.

Even today they do not benefit
from nation-building efforts by
the United Nations and the US,
which focus on more densely

populated areas and politically
influential communities.

‘‘Because this is a community
that rarely receives the kind of
help others do, we felt that our
resources would make a differ-
ence,’’ Ryde Rotary Club projects
director Rob Mitchell said.

The people of Borjegai provided
40 per cent of the funding and the
bulk of the physical labour for the
stone and wood structure.

The school consists of 12 class-
rooms, a library, staffroom and
storage room arranged around a
large central courtyard.

Building was completed in
October at about two-thirds of the
cost a project of this size would
normally entail because of the
huge contribution made by the
villagers.

‘‘By dealing directly with the
community itself, rather than

working through the Afghan gov-
ernment, we were able to circum-
vent corruption and the money
went where we intended it to go,’’
Mitchell said. ‘‘And because the
community was so heavily in-
volved in initiating and carrying
out the project, we know they are
committed to maintaining it and
there will be long-term benefits.’’

The co-educational school will
follow a secular curriculum de-
signed by the government.
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IMPRESSIVE BUILT-IN 
WARDROBES

CUSTOM DESIGN TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS • FACTORY PRICES

CEILING HEIGHT 2400

UP TO 3600

CEILING HEIGHT 2400

UP TO 2400

Special 

$588*
inc. GST

We provide standard and custom designed 
wardrobes in affordable prices with 10 years 

written guarantee

Safety mirrors, federation, heritage, craft 
wood, specialised in hinged and sliding solid 

timber and polyurethane doors

20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Visit our showroom at 54 Canterbury Road, Bankstown • Open 7 Days

Ph 9796 1022 • Fax 9796 3355
www.impressivewardrobes.com.au
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Special 

$888*
inc. GST

between 
walls

between 
walls

* Mirror or 
Melamine

* Mirror or 
Melamine

veinfreelegs
SURGERY FREE - a new lifestyle awaits you!
Surgery Free Sclerotherapy & Ultrasound Guided Sclerotherapy (micro
injection) is the non invasive medical alternative for vein treatments.

Unlike laser methods our medical procedures treat ALL types and sizes
of Varicose or Spider veins and facial capillaries safely and effectively.

• No invasive surgery
• No anaesthetics or hospitalisation
• Excellent results – no scars

Our medical procedures will deliver on all your health and beauty needs!
For appointments and further information call your local Lauren vein
centre today or visit www.laureninternational.net

Dr. H.L.Saw
• Chatswood  • Parramatta • Castle Hill  
Centres throughout Australia, Asia, and United Kingdom

Central
Appointments

02 9412 2888

Before After

the benefits of sclerotherapy
•    Advanced International techniques 

recognised worldwide
•  Personal treatment by highly 

qualified, experienced doctors

LAUREN VEIN CENTRES
FUNCTION & BEAUTY

INTERNATIONAL
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Subject to your policy’s waiting periods, annual limits and having the appropriate level of extras cover. Price complete with PENTAX standard single visi
lenses with scratch resistant coating. Multifocals and bifocals also available at an extra cost. Second pair must be from the same price range of frames and
lens range or below. Must be same prescription. Extra options not included. Price of other lens types may differ. Cannot be used in conjunction with

ther offer. See in store for full details. © 2010 Specsavers Optical Grou • SMART_SPE12283

2 PAIRS NO GAP
INCLUDING OUR $199 DESIGNER GLASSES^

Optical Partners

Macquarie S/C: 9889 2556, Top Ryde City: 9807 5049. specsavers.com.au

GREAT NEW 
OFFERS FOR

MEMBERS
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